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INTRODUCTION

On March 10, 2017, four national and upcountry journalists from Nation TV (NTV), NBS TV,
The Observenewspaper and Spice FM (Hoima) visited Kabaale parish, Buseruasnoty
Hoima distict.

The purposkbjectiveof thevisit wasto:

(1) Strengthen media porting on oil sector resettlement processesitomisethegpr oces s e s 0
negative impacts onommunities livelihoods and ecosystemis order to secure food,
water, climate resilience and biodiversity

In June 2012, the government of Uganda began oprtoesses of compulsorily acquiring 29 sq

km of | and for Ugandads proposed oil refiner.
county, Hoima district. This process was marred by several challerfeding limited access to
information, limited eféctive participation of PAPs in decisiomaking processeslimited
participation of women in the resettlement exereise underand delayed compensation.

These challenges have had-faaching impacts includingo mpr omi si ng of women
providefood for their families break down of social services such as health and education and
break down of livelihoods with farming being restricted. Other impacts have included degradation

of the environment owing to the resettlement of peodynpensated PAHs poorly-managed

sensitive ecosystems such as river banks, forest reserves (on the fringes) and others.

With Uganda set tdevelop more oil sector infrastructure includthg crude oil export pipeline,

t he finished pr opgracessing facilipes, pilephds and othersyasrvital treat
the media was interested in and strengthenedport on oil sector resettlement processes, their
negative impacts and how these impacts should be avoided in the impenditignmesée
exerciss.

PROCEEDINGS

BRIEFING OF JOURNALISTS: CHALLENGES OF RESETTLEMENT PROCESSES &
IMPLICATIONS ON FOOD SECURITY, WATER PROVISIONING & CLIMATE
RESILIENCE

The field tripstarted offwith amediabriefingwhichtook place in Hoima at Kolping Hotahd at
Nyahaira P/SA F | E GEOEBG andSenior Communications Officer highlightéte background

of the refinery project, its sgesses and challenges to date in addition to impacts being
experienced.

Amongothers, the twaighlighted thedire consequemsthe refinery projechas hadnwomen,
families, education, health, culture, incomes, food security, water provisioning and on ecosystems.
Underscoring thecale to which these impacts could increase owing to planned oil sector mega
projectsthe twocdled on the journalists to act as the fourth estate which puts checks and balances
on government. This would ensure protectiagainst the negative impacts of resettlement
exercises.



AFIlI EGOO6s Mr (R)bfiafingyogrnatisteMr. Alon
Mwesigwa TheObserve) and Mr. Malcolm Musiime (NTV)

NO WATER! NO FOOD! NO SECURITY! ARE WE REFUGEES?: JOURNALISTS
INTERFACE WITH COMMUNITIES

To enable better understanding of tmexus between resettlement exercises and the
aforementioned negative impacts, therjalists visited the refinergiffectedcommunity of100

which isawaiting relocation. The community had organised a meeting to discuss and address the
challenges they are facing and the journalists, three of whom are Runyakitara spesadamegl

to this discussion.

Among others, the communities raised the following challenges:

@) Conflicts between illegal settlers and refinery PARXparting compnsated refinery
affected families lefvacant plots of lan@vhich have been illegally settled lny cétle
keepersThe refinery PAPs noted that the settlers, whocatde keepersare putting
them at risk of food insecurity and income loss as their animals feed on their crops.

(ii.)  Impunity of those in authority The PAPs noted that the above settlers \wev&ected
by the oil protection police office. So much did the illegal settlers enjoy their protection
that one refinery PAP, Mr. Emmanuel Kisa, had gotten imprisoned over a conflict with
the settlers. The refinery PAPs thoutfhis imprisonment was unfawith Ms. Margaret
Nankya noting that Aus poor ones can neve
cattl e ke ePBoleemen ware also tepoded to be destroying the environment
through cutting of trees for charco@he Ministry of Energyand its contractors were
al so reported to have destroyed PAPsO6 cr
airport.

(iii.)  Insecurity of especially femalbeaded and chileheaded families It was reported
thatthis month(March), an elderly woman wasearly raped by ailegal settler Other
women reported feeling insecure owing to the great distances between remaining
families. The men reported having to spend money they do not have for security
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purposes. Mr. Deus Turyamuhika for instance reportechthhas to hire security men
to keep his gardens safe from both catt]l
this?0 he asked.

(iv.) Lack of access to safe water, foddith cattle feeding ofood crops and because they
were stopped from growing perenin@ash crops, the PAPs reported that they were
food insecure. They also reported that they had little access to safe water as the
communal means by which water sources were cleaned were destroyed.

(v.) Lack of education:The two primary schools, Nyahaira P/&daKyapaloni P/S, that
used to serve the refineaffected pupils collapsed owing to lack of incomes from
crops, lack of food for pupils and lack of teachdrsfact, the classroom blockt
Nyahaira now acts as a maize store and shelter for goatsmunity members said

that they would be excluded from jobs 1in
hear that government wants Ugandans to work in the oil sector but for us we know that

they donot mean Ugandans | iveketourschoolsf t he
coll apse, 0 I nnocent Tumwebaze, a | eader o

(vi.) Low compensation andrbken relocation, houses for all promise$he refinery PAPs
noted that there were still 48 of them who were waiting for compensation. These
rejected compensation on grounds that it
those that the government valdegrally gave us, 0 Mr . rilyooted. Mpabai
Other PAPsiotedg over nment 6 s broken promise to gi
cash compensation but government said that us old people had to be physically
relocated. They promised Mg houses but they changed their minds! They are now
not giving me a house! How will | live in Kyakaboga [resettlement area in Hoima]?
Also, who will look after me there? | stay with my married daughter and she cannot
shift with mel I owi || not go to Kyakabog:
yearsoldsai d. The PAPs decried government&s L
which are to be relocated houses and the fact that government has continually pushed
the deadline when they will be relocated. They were supposed to be relocated in
January, aper promises made by the Ministry of Energy contractor, Strategic Friends
International SFI), in December 2016.

With this interface, journalists gatherébt-handinformation of the impact oil sector activities
have on communities, the environmentelihoods and others.
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Thecommunity meeting (Land grandmother Joyce Kaikara being interviewed (R)

DEATH OF CUSTOMARY NORMS: JOURNALISTS VISIT FAMILY OF ISABELLA
ALON

Following the above interface, the journalists visited the familgrahdmotheidsabella Alon.
Alon had passed away the morning of March 10, 2017 and her family were at a loss as to where
to buryher remains

Her grandso, Mr. Patrick Bagenda, sail:We have suf f er maheytoWeatodri d n o1
grandmother when sh&tarted experiencing chest pain! We thought seeing her suffer without
medicine was the worst pain we could experience. But then we have this! She needs to finally rest
but we do not have a resting place fdthe her! o
grandmother be buried at her soAd a w 6 s, copnttaiy t eustomary norms

Since acquisition of their land, thresfineryPAPs includingOngei Phowegdyincent Mwuzinya

and Isabella Alon have passaday befordeing relocatedrelatives of allliree faced challenges

of where they would bury them as they had no alternative land away from that acquired by
government.

The above experience demonstrated to the journalists the negative impact delayed resettlement
exercises have on health and culture.

NO LONGER AT EASE: KYAKABOGA RESETTLEMENT SITE AND THE FEARS IT
HAS RAISED

Finally, the journalists visited Kyakabog#lage for purposes of evaluating ltgability vis-a-vis
therefineryaf f ect ed p e dAfpHe sité, she jburndlisddurpdntedsthe fact that agh

of the houses is averse to the cultural norms of the refaféegted people whose homesteads
have separate living arrangements for sons.

The journalists also documented the fact thaiurban estatike setting will notallow the refinery
PAPs to continue with their agricultural lifestymmpromising incomes and food security.



Further, the lack ofvater sources at Kyakaboga was noted. Mr. Tumwelrapertedthat the
contractor who is setting up the hessat Kyakabogaported that they have drilled three different
locatiors without success in getting water for the refinery PAPs who are set to be relocated.

With these revelations and the above experiences, the journalists were better strengthened to report
and influencelebate on impacts of the oil sector on communities, livelihoods and the environment,
among others.

T

ga resettl ement

2 e [ B . = e
Journalists visit Kyakabo
interviewed at the resettlement SR

JOURNALISTS REACT:URBAN Ol L CONFERENCES DONO6T SPEAK
TRUTH!

The fact that tb journalists will be betteable to report on the above was evidenced by their
reactions.

One journalist from NTV reacted: APheeeew. Thi
you are there in Kampala at oil conferences, you cannot know that oil conferences affect people
this way. o

Anot her said: AWe really needmmmexperienceoWeewillt o t h
report better with it.o

AFI EGOb6s Seni osOffta(mmunarcctNowWdés Ma
(C) chatting with refinenaffected person, Mr. Innocefiumwebaze (R)
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CONCLUSION

Through the field visit, AFIEGO was able itterest journalists in and strengthen their ability to
report on the impacts gfoorly-managed resettlement processes in the oil sector in especially as
far as food security, water provisioning and climate resilience are concerned.

AFIEGO will pursue further efforts to strengtherorejournalists to report on the oil sector and
its implications.
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