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Dear reader, welcome to AFIEGO’s 
September 2024 newsletter.  
 
This month (September), 
government’s determination to 
misuse the judiciary to violate the 
rights of Ugandans including the East 
African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) 
affected people was evident. 

This is because following government 
filing a court case on August 20, 
2024 against 80 EACOP-affected 
people from Greater Masaka, the 
High Court in Masaka allowed 
government to deposit the affected 
people’s compensation in court and 
evict them. 

Government filed the case against 
the people, including the sick, 
elderly, deceased and others from 
Kyotera, Lwengo and Rakai districts 
in Southern Uganda. The people 
had interests in 41 parcels of land.
 
In its application, government asked 
the court to allow it to deposit the 
compensation for the 80 EACOP 
project-affected persons (PAPs) in 
court, to give it vacant possession 
of the PAPs’ land as well as eviction 
and demolition orders against them. 

The Attorney General (AG), who 
filed the court case on government’s 
behalf, also asked for a court order 
discharging government from any 
liability that may arise from the 
illegal and irregular compulsory land 
acquisition. 

The AG relied on Section 6 of the 
outdated 1965 Land Acquisition 
Act to seek the above orders. The 

constitutionality of Section 6 of the 
1965 Land Acquisition Act has been 
challenged several times including 
through the recent Constitutional 
Petition No. 16 of 2021. Unfortunately, 
for over three years, the Constitutional 
Court has deliberately refused to rule 
on the above case.

Yet the cases filed by government 
against oil-affected people are fast-
tracked and completed in a matter 
of days from the date of filing. Rulings 
are also usually given in favour of 
government and oil companies. 

It will be recalled that in 2020 and 
December 2023, government filed 
court cases against nine and 41 
Tilenga oil project-affected families 
respectively from Buliisa district. The 
Tilenga oil project is operated by 
TotalEnergies. Government sued the 
families to compel them to accept 
low or unfair compensation that 
they had rejected. 

In those cases, the high courts in Hoima 
and Masindi districts respectively 
ruled in favour of government, with 
the December 2023 case being 
filed, heard and ruled upon in a 
record four days. The courts allowed 
government to deposit the affected 
people’s compensation in court.

Failure by the judiciary to rule on the 
above constitutional petition while 
denying oil-affected communities 
justice has allowed government 
to continue violating the rights of 
Ugandans with impunity.  

In our Word from the CEO and 
Partners, we bring you the stories 

Editorial
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of some of the EACOP PAPs that 
were sued while discussing how the 
judiciary continues to be used by 
government to commit injustices 
against communities.  

We make recommendations to 
address the injustices. Worth noting 
is that the EACOP project is owned 
by the Ugandan and Tanzanian 
governments, China National 
Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC) 
and TotalEnergies.
 
In this newsletter, we also bring 
you our pictorial section which 
captures the activities that we 
and our partners implemented this 
month.  
 
For instance, AFIEGO organised 
a clean energy conference for 
women. During the conference, the 
women discussed the challenges 
they are faced with due to oil and 
gas activities. They also shared 
insights on the opportunities and 
benefits that come with the clean 
energy sector.  
 
Furthermore, AFIEGO staff and 
lawyers organised meetings with 
oil affected communities and 
conducted interviews with the 80 
EACOP-affected people sued by 
government. The lawyers collected 
information to defend the PAPs in 
court.  
 
Besides, AFIEGO supported oil 
affected communities from 
Buliisa district to participate in a 
radio talkshow at Radio Biiso. The 
community representatives used 
this media opportunity to share the 
challenges they are experiencing 

because of the Tilenga oil and gas 
activities. 
 
In addition, AFIEGO supported PhD 
students from Makerere University 
Business School (MUBS) to organise 
a workshop which discussed the 
application of Uganda’s Energy 
Transition Plan (ETP) and its potential to 
promote access to clean affordable 
and reliable energy for all.  
 
You will see the above and much more 
in our pictorial section.

In our lobbying section, among 
others, we share a letter that over 90 
tourism operators, hoteliers, small-
scale farmers and fisherfolk sent to the 
National Environment Management 
Authority (NEMA) asking them to stop 
TotalEnergies’ planned deployment of 
a second oil rig within the Murchison 
Falls National Park (MFNP). 

We also share a petition that 
communities sent to TotalEnergies to 
address the challenges caused by the 
Tilenga feeder pipeline.  We supported 
the communities to share the letter.
 
Finally, in in the media section, we 
bring you some of the newspaper 
articles written by our staff and partners 
that were published in the leading 
newspapers in September 2024. 

We hope you enjoy the newsletter

Editorial team: 
Diana Nabiruma 
Rachael Amongin 
Barbra Kembabazi 
Balach Bakundane 
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A huge battle that pitted the 
Ugandan government against 
its citizens raged in 2016. 
Seeking to ease compulsory 
land acquisition processes at 
the expense of citizens’ land 
rights, the government mooted 
a bill to amend Article 26 of the 
1995 Uganda Constitution.

Government argued that due 
to the aforementioned article 
providing that government 
must pay citizens prompt, fair 
and adequate compensation 
before compulsorily acquiring 
their land, public projects that 
required citizens’ land were 
delayed.

The delays were occasioned 
by citizens rightfully refusing 
to accept low or unfair 
compensation.

To support its expeditious 
acquisition  of  land, the 
government sought to 
amend Article 26 of the 1995 
Uganda Constitution to give 
itself powers to compulsorily 
acquire citizens’ land before 
compensation in case of 
disputes. 

Government said that those 
who rejected compensation 
that they considered low 
would be taken to court, and 
their monies deposited there, 
while it took over their land.

Citizens resoundingly rejected 

the proposed amendments, and 
they were never passed by the 
Parliament.

However, since the above 
amendments were rejected, 
government has been using 
the judiciary to resort to Section 
6 of the 1965 Land Acquisition 
Act to indirectly amend the 
Constitution.

Indeed, while Article 26 of the 
Constitution clearly provides that 
compulsory acquisition of citizens’ 
property can only take place 
after prompt payment of fair and 
adequate compensation has 
been made by the government, 
the government has continued 
to file court cases to secure court 
orders for displacement, eviction, 
demolition and others against oil 
affected people. The orders are 
issued and executed in violation 
of Uganda’s Constitution.

The first such case was filed 
in 2020 at the Masindi high 
court against nine families. The 
families were displaced for 
the Tilenga oil project in Buliisa 
district. The families had rejected 
compensation that they 
considered low or unfair. In 2021, 
court ruled that government 
could deposit the compensation 
money that the families had 
rejected in court. Thereafter, 
the  government could take 
over the affected people’s land 
in disregard of Article 26 of the 
Constitution.

Word from the CEO 

THE JUDICIARY SHOULD STOP AIDING INJUSTICES AGAINST EACOP-AFFECTED COMMUNITIES 

https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/business/commodities/ugandans-shun-electricity-for-solar-power-3425422


5

Some of the families that were 
affected by the above ruling do 
not own their own land today. 
They were lent small pieces of 
land by their clansmen, and 
they live on that land, at the 
clansmen’s mercy today.

Energized by the Masindi high 
court ruling, in December 2023, 
government, using Section 6 
of the Land Acquisition Act 
filed another case against 41 
families including dead people 
affected by the Tilenga oil 
project. The case was filed at 
the Hoima High Court.

Government sought for orders 
to deposit the affected families’ 
money in court and evict the 
people. Within a period of four 
days from the date of filing, the 
Hoima high court went ahead 
to rule in favour of government. 

Court granted government 
orders to displace, evict and 
demolish people’s houses to 
allow oil companies to proceed 
with their oil activities. 

Recently, on August 20, 2024, 
government filed another case 
against 80 EACOP project-
affected persons (PAPs) from 
Lwengo, Kyotera and Rakai 
districts in Southern Uganda. 
After the case was filed, there 
was genuine fear that the 
court would rule in favour of 
government to evict the EACOP 
affected people without 
adequate compensation. 

 
The above cases clearly indicate 
that government is using the 
judiciary to undermine the 
Constitution of Uganda in order 
to frasttrack oil exploitation. 

Unfortunately, poor families and 
vulnerable people have to pay 
the price of court’s failure to 
protect citizens’ rights. 

Take the most recent case filed 
by government against EACOP 
PAPs from Lwengo, Kyotera and 
Rakai districts. Government filed 
the case against the sick, elderly, 
persons with disabilities (PWDs), 
women and others.

One of these people is 78-year 
old Mr. John Mary Nsamba. Mr. 
Nsamba, who is a farmer, 
was born and raised in Lukoma 
village, Kakuuto sub-county in 
Kyotera district. Mr. Nsamba is a 
father of eleven children; seven 
boys and four girls; sadly, four of 
his children have died over the 
years. 

Mr. Nsamba’s land, which is 
being acquired for the EACOP, 
was handed down to him by his 
grandfather, who was a Word 
War II veteran. The land that 
Mr. Nsamba owns is a prized 
heritage, so much so that he 
had never sold any portion of 
it, and he has no desire to ever 
part with it.

Despite the above, in 2019, 
Mr. Nsamba was informed by 
TotalEnergies’ sub-contractor, 
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NewPlan, that 2.137 acres 
of his land would be taken 
for the EACOP project. 
Mr. Nsamba rejected the 
compensation he was 
offered because he felt it 
was unfair and inadequate.

The land was not only a prized 
heritage, but the family’s 
only source of livelihood. It 
is also strategically located 
at the Mutukula border with 
Tanzania. 

Mr. Nsamba asked that if 
his land was to be taken 
away, fair and adequate 
compensation needed to 
be paid. He was sued by 
government in August 2024 
because he wanted fair and 
adequate compensation.

Worth noting is that Mr. 
Nsamba is a cancer patient. 
Today, he is battling for his 
life, and his land. 

Another of the people that 
government sued in August 
2024 is Ms. Sarah Namatovu. 
Ms. Namatovu is a resident of 
Kisalira B in Lwengo district. In 
2018, she was approached by 
NewPlan, a sub-contractor 
of TotalEnergies, regarding 
her family land which was to 
be taken for the EACOP. She 
was chosen by her family to 
be an administrator of the 
family estate. 

However, NewPlan informed 

her that the death certificate she 
presented to them was not valid 
since it was not issued by the National 
Identification Registration Authority 
(NIRA), leading to complications.  
Thereafter, NewPlan offered to 
help the family secure a legitimate 
death certificate to facilitate 
the processing of letters of 
administration, but NewPlan failed 
to deliver on this commitment. 

After being disappointed by 
NewPlan, Ms. Namatovu and her 
family sought assistance from the 
Administrator General, only to 
be informed that a government 
directive had been issued halting 
the issuance of certificates 
of no objection and letters of 
administration for estates listed 
under the Succession Register. 
This situation left her family in a 
precarious position, as they lacked 
the necessary legal representation 
to manage the estate effectively.

Even if court rules that the 
compensation due to Ms. 
Namatovu and her family is 
deposited in court, she and her 
family members will not be able 
to access it as they lack legal 
representatives.

There are scores of families like Ms. 
Namatovu’s, and Mr. Nsamba’s. 
They are battling life’s challenges 
and instead of being supported 
to receive fair and adequate 
compensation, government sues 
them, and the judiciary makes 
rulings against them.
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Recommendations
In light of the continuing misuse 
of the judiciary by government 
that results in untold suffering 
of the oil affected people, the 
following actions are required:

i. The oil affected people and 
other Ugandans should urgently 
file a petition to the Constitutional 
Court to challenge Section 6 of 
the Land Acquisition Act.

ii. Civil society organisations 
working to defend the rights 
of oil affected communities 
should proceed under the 
Human Rights Enforcement law 
of Uganda to file cases against 
all the individual government 
officials who violate citizens’ 
human rights by depriving them 
of their property rights.

iii. An compliant should be 
lodged with the Judicial Service 
Commission (JSC) to investigate 
and punish the judge in the 
Masaka high court case for 
allowing a case against dead 
people, un-administered 
estates and others as part of the 
defendants.

iv. If the Masaka high court 
allows government to deposit 
unfair compensation money 
into court, the PAPs should 
be supported to appeal the 
decision of the high court.

v. Members of Parliament 
especially those from oil-
affected areas should table 

a Private Member’s Bill before 
Parliament to repeal the 1965 Land 
Acquisition Act, especially Section 
6 which is used to abuse citizens’ 
property rights.

vi. The Principal Judge, Deputy 
Chief Justice and the Chief Justice 
should be petitioned to use their 
administrative powers to ensure 
that all the cases filed before the 
high court and the court of appeal 
by the oil affected people and 
civil society are heard without 
further delay. Today, while cases 
filed by government are heard 
expeditiously, those filed by the 
affected people are not. 

For instance, cases such as one 
filed by the nine Tilenga oil project-
affected families appealing the 
Masindi High Court ruling in 2021 
are yet to be fixed for hearing.

vii. A reference should be filed at 
the East African Court of Justice in 
Arusha to challenge the violation 
of the rights of oil affected 
communities.

viii. Oil affected communities and 
others should be mobilised and 
empowered to protest the actions 
of the judiciary including demands 
for resignation of the judges who 
are being used to indirectly amend 
Article 26 of the 1995 Uganda 
Constitution. 
 
By CEO and Partners
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AFIEGO ORGANISES A HIGH-LEVEL CLEAN ENERGY CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN

 

Between September 19 and 20, 2024, AFIEGO in 
partnership with the Inclusive Green Economy 
Network-East Africa (IGEN-EA) organised a high-
level women’s conference on off-grid renewable 
energy and energy transition in Uganda.
 
The conference, which took place in Kampala, 
was aimed at empowering women to champion 
the clean renewable energy agenda in East Africa.
The conference brought together over 50 participants 
from Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and the DRC.

The participants discussed the challenges faced by 
women displaced by oil projects, the available clean 
cooking technologies and gaps in skilling women 
for clean energy entrepreneurship among others.
The participants made recommendations 
to address the above challenges.

Pictorial of our activities

In September 2024, AFIEGO provided legal 
support to EACOP-affected people from 
the Greater Masaka sub-region in Southern 
Uganda that were sued by the Government of 
Uganda (GoU).

The GoU sued the people in August 2024 to, 
among others, compel them to accept low 
compensation for their land that is being 
compulsorily acquired for the EACOP.  

AFIEGO provided lawyers for the people to 
enable them to file responses to the suit that 
the GoU brought against them. 
Many of the people that the GoU sued are 
poor and vulnerable.

AFIEGO SUPPORTS EACOP-AFFECTED PEOPLE IN COURT CASE BROUGHT AGAINST THEM BY 
GOVERNMENT 

 

On September 26, 2024, AFIEGO supported PhD 
researchers from Makerere University Business 
School (MUBS) under RAASE Consults to organise 
a workshop in Kampala that discussed Uganda’s 
energy transition agenda.

The workshop brought together over 50 participants 
including government officials, members of the 
academia, civil society actors, youth and others.

During the workshop, participants reviewed 
Uganda’s Energy Transition Plan and discussed 
the energy transition that Uganda needs to enable 
attainment of SDG 7 on universal clean energy 
access among others. 

AFIEGO PARTNERS UNIVERSITY RESEARCHERS TO ORGANISE ENERGY TRANSITION WORKSHOP 

© AFIEGO

© AFIEGO

© AFIEGO
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On September 6, 2024, AFIEGO 
organised a radio talkshow for 
representatives of Tilenga oil host 
communities at Biiso FM in Buliisa district.

The participants discussed the 
current challenges communities 
face due to TotalEnergies’ Tilenga 
oil and gas activities in the district.

These include oil-induced elephant-
human conflicts characterised by 
elephant raids on community gardens 
as well as floods due to development of 
the Tilenga feeder pipeline and a Central 
Processing Facility (CPF) among others.

On September 23, 2024, AFIEGO 
supported members of IGEN-EA to 
hold a meeting with BothENDS, a Dutch 
organisation.

The meeting was aimed at discussing the 
work that IGEN-EA is doing to enhance 
financial flows towards East Africa’s 
green economic activities.

The meeting also discussed the work that 
IGEN-EA is doing to improve community 
livelihoods through the promotion of 
clean energy entrepreneurship, apiary, 
sustainable tourism, and others.

AFIEGO SUPPORTS MEETING BETWEEN IGEN-EA AND BOTHENDS 

AFIEGO ORGANISES RADIO TALKSHOW FOR TILENGA OIL PROJECT HOST COMMUNITIES

© AFIEGO

© AFIEGO
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Lobbying

In September 2024, AFIEGO mobilised over 90 tour and travel operators, hoteliers, small scale 
farmers and fisherfolk to write to NEMA to stop the construction of a second oil rig in the Murchison 

Falls National Park (MFNP) for the Tilenga oil project. 

In addition, we disseminated IEC materials aimed at creating public awareness on why the 
commissioning of Karuma hydropower dam may not result in lower power tariffs. We also partnered 

with IGEN-EA to disseminate IEC materials to celebrate World Tourism Day. 
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In the media 

In September 2024, AFIEGO staff, research associates and youth champions wrote newspaper 
articles that were published in the leading newspapers. Some of the published articles are 
captured below.
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About AFIEGO 
The Africa Institute for Energy Governance (AFIEGO) is a non-profit company limited by guarantee 
that was incorporated under Uganda’s Companies Act. AFIEGO undertakes public policy 
research and advocacy to influence energy policies to benefit the poor and vulnerable. Based 
in Kampala-Uganda, the non-profit company was born out of the need to contribute to efforts to 
turn Africa’s clean energy potential into reality and to ensure that the common man and woman 
benefits from this energy boom. Through lobbying, research and community education, AFIEGO 
works with communities and leaders to ensure that clean energy resources are utilised in a way 
that promotes equitable development, environmental conservation and respect for human rights.

Our Vision
A society that equitably uses clean energy resources for socio-economic development

Our Mission
To promote energy policies that benefit poor and vulnerable communities

October 4, 2024; Kampala: Meeting with representatives of religious leaders to discuss joint climate 
change activism opportunities 

October 8-9, 2024; Greater Masaka: Lawyers’ meeting with EACOP project affected persons (PAPs) of 
Greater Masaka that were sued by government 

October 16, 2024; Buliisa: Community meeting to discuss challenges faced by oil-affected women

October 18, 2024; Kampala: Media workshop to strengthen climate change reporting  

October 24, 2024; Kampala: Dissemination of a research brief on experiences of farmers with 
agrochemicals in Busoga sub-region 

October 30, 2024; Kampala: Dissemination of a report on community demands to promote an inclusive 
just energy transition in Uganda (JET) 

Upcoming events


